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Q: What is happening with 

BCUMC? 

A: We recognize that any premature choice will have 

lasting implications, so absolutely nothing will be 

changing at this time.  
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Q: Why the Rainbow? 

A: By now, you may have seen a few people 

at church wearing a rainbow stripe on their name 

tag, and you may wonder what it means.  

It indicates that the person is an ally--in support 

of the full inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in the life 

and ministry of our church and a safe person to 

speak to for anyone who needs a friendly ear. It 

also indicates that the person is open to calm, 

honest conversation about the future of our 

denomination and our congregation's role in it. 

If you need someone to speak to, look for a 

rainbow. If you'd like a rainbow for your own 

name tag, please e-mail Barbara Gjerstad at 

wildirishrose@gmail.com. 

Q: What is a Simplified Accountable Structure? 

 

A: Throughout the history of BCUMC, we have followed the committee structure promoted through the 

United Methodist Book of Discipline. This structure has not aged well and was never tailored to the needs of 
our congregation.  Under this structure, we have four administrative committees, each with 9 members, in 
addition to representatives from other committees, pastors, and other lay leadership.  That’s 55 person-
meetings per month, if all committees meet, which is a lot of overhead that we could be spending doing the 
work of the church rather than working on the church. 
Unfortunately, between general declines in the church and particularly with the impact COVID has had on 
attendance, this system is not sustainable. The Nominations committee (consisting of Helen Akers, Bonnie 
Deal, Pam Gardner, Tom Gintner, Barbara Gjerstad, Lance Gjerstad, Edward Lawrence, Diana Paladino, 
and Hilary Paladino) has already started taking action by reducing committee sizes from 9 to 6 for 2022. 
This change helps, but with careful consideration and planning, we’re taking this opportunity to re-evaluate 
and modernize our administrative committees by adopting a Simplified Accountable Structure.  This means 
we’re reducing the number of administrative committees from 4 down to 1, which dramatically cuts down the 
overhead of running the church. 
We’ll be hosting listening posts to hear your thoughts, questions and concerns. When those are scheduled, 
they will be announced. Until then, if you have any questions, please contact Helen Akers or Ed Lawrence. 

We have had a lot of exciting changes in Youth 
Ministry as we expanded to include 5th graders and 
split into two groups. On Sunday nights, the 5th—
7th graders meet from 5:00-6:30 and the 8th—12th 
graders meet from 6:30-8:00. The two groups come 
together for events sometimes. One of their largest 
upcoming events is their 30 hour famine which will 
take place May 21/22 and end with cooking a 
fellowship breakfast for the congregation at the 
9am service. Youth should sign up at bit.ly/
BCUMC30hour. In order to raise some money for 
this venture, they will be hosting a spaghetti lunch 
on Sunday, May 1st at noon in Asbury Hall. We 
hope to see many of you there supporting our 
youth, so mark your calendars now. Looking ahead 
to June 5th, we will be gathering together at 10:00 
a.m. in the sanctuary for Youth Sunday. This will be 
in lieu of the usual 9am and 11am services and will 
include Confirmation. From June 27th to July 1st, 
we will be holding New Creation Sports Camp. We 
are so happy to provide so many opportunities for 
our children and youth. 

Q & A for BCUMC 

Q: What is happening with 

our denomination? 

A: The short answer is that we don’t know what is 

happening and when. The United Methodist Church 

has twice postponed its General Conference and won’t 

meet again until 2024. The UM News at UMnews.org 

and The United Methodist Church site at UMC.org will 

both have the latest rulings from the Judicial Council 

and responses from the Council of Bishops. Any 

questions can be directed to Pastor Pam. 

https://religionnews.com/2020/03/18/united-methodist-church-postpones-general-conference-amid-coronavirus/
https://religionnews.com/2021/02/25/united-methodists-reschedule-meeting-and-decision-on-splitting-again/
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It’s hard to believe how close we are to Easter now. To kick-off Holy Week, on Sunday, April 10th, the 

Praise band will be playing some music in Asbury Hall followed by our Chili Cook Off. You are invited to 

make a crockpot of chili for the competition or simply come and enjoy the evening of music and fellowship. 

Chili-makers should sign up by emailing Justin or responding on bit.ly/baldwinsoup.  

On April 14th, we will be gathering at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary for an immersive experience for Maundy 

Thursday. This service includes communion. Good Friday will be a Contemplative service in the chapel, 

led by Dr. Justin Pearl. Plan to be in your seats by 7:30 p.m.  

Easter Sunday, as always, will be a beautiful experience with two opportunities for worship: 9:00 a.m. in 

Asbury Hall or 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary. The children’s choir will be at both services and having an egg 

hunt between. It will be a wonderful experience. As always, if you feel more comfortable joining us online, 

the 11:00 a.m. service will be live-streamed.  

The church office will be closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday. Easter flower pick-up will be after the 

11:00 a.m. service or Tuesday from 9:30—12:30 in the church office.  

Upcoming Guest Preachers 

Looking Ahead in Worship 

Pastor Pam recently 
had lunch with Ginger 
and presented her with 
this beautiful 
communion set. Thank 
you to all who 
contributed to this gift.  

Visit wpaumc.org/camping 

for camping opportunities. 

Scholarships are 

available. The deadline is 

May 20th! We hope you 

will take advantage of this 

opportunity. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

April 9th—Outdoor Clean-up Day, starting at 8am/Mission Barn volunteer opportunity 

April 10th—Palm Sunday Praise and Chili Cook-off, 5pm in Asbury 

April 13th—Final Lenten Reflections—12pm Chapel 

April 14th—Maundy Thursday service, 7pm in the sanctuary 

April 15th—Good Friday service, 7:30pm in the chapel 

April 16th—Final Lenten Hike, 8:30am/40 items in 40 days collection truck here, 10am—2pm 

April 17th—Easter Sunday services 

April 23rd—United Methodist Men Flapjack Festival, 8am-1pm in Asbury 

April 24th—Guest Preacher: Mitch Hortert 

April 28th—12pm Lord’s Pantry Distribution 

May 1st—Guest Preacher: Don Blinn 

May 1st—Spaghetti Lunch Youth Fundraiser, 12pm in Asbury  

May 8th—Guest Preacher: Liddy Barlow 

May 14th—District Conference, 10am at Trinity Towers 

May 18th—Lucy Land Bus Trip 

May 20th—Campership Scholarships due 

May 21st—30 Hour Famine for Youth Group/Lock-in 

May 22nd—Youth Host Breakfast, 9am in Asbury 

May 26th—12pm Lord’s Pantry Distribution 

June 5th—Youth Sunday, 10am Worship only, Confirmation, UM Student Day 

June 8th—New Member Classes begin, 7pm 

 

Don’t forget to check the narthex for 

registration forms for the upcoming bus 

trips. The next one is May 18th to Lucy 

Land and the National Comedy Center. 

Call Elaine Lewis with any questions or 

for more specifics at 412-885-4560.  
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The deadline for inclusion in 

the next newsletter is Friday, 

May 20th. For weekly bulletins 

& announcements, email Ria 

Fruscello by Monday of the 

week you’d like it to appear. 

All rooms can be booked 

through Nicole Martik. 
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Grow Your Business for Christ 

Christian Business Partners is a National Christian Business Networking 

Group with the objective of helping small business owners grow their 

business and grow their faith. Our local chapter of CBP meets at Gianna 

Via’s on Tuesday mornings from 8:15 to 9:30. CBP will buy your 

breakfast when you come to test out the group to see if it is a good fit. 

More information on the group is available by visiting their website at 

https://cbpnetwrking.com or emailing their Vice President, Bruce 

Tenenbaum, at btenenbaum8@gmail.com.  

 

You may have noticed new areas set up in the narthex and 

Asbury Hall. We invite you to check them out to see where you 

can help. Current opportunities are: 

 April 9th: UMCOR Mission Barn 9:00 a.m. Contact Steve King 

at dsktjk1@aol.com  

 April 10th: Make chili for the Palm Sunday Praise and Chili 

Cook-off. Contact Justin Pearl or visit bit.ly/baldwinsoup 

 April 23rd: Help with the Flapjack Festival by working the 

door, helping in the kitchen, bussing tables, or clean up/set 

up. Contact Tom Gintner at tgintner@msn.com 

 June 27th—July 1: New Creation Sports Camp needs many 

adult and youth volunteers to help this special week be a 

tremendous success.  

Please consider giving your time and talent to Baldwin 

Community.  

The Flapjack Festival is BACK! 

 Saturday, April 23rd from 8am - 1pm. 

 All–you-can-eat pancakes and sausage 

 $10 per adult, $5 per child, 3 and under eat for free 

 Tickets will be pre-sold in the church office on weekdays 

and before/after church services on Sundays. 

 Tickets will also be available at the door. 

 Invite your friends and family! 

 All proceeds benefit local scholarships: The United 

Methodist Men’s Laity Memorial Educational Award 

Program 


