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With A Grateful Heart

By Pastor Pamela Gardner

“Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our hymn of
grateful praise.”

Familiar words from a classic hymn play through my mind this
day in the attempt to define the word “grateful.” Looking to the
dictionary, we find expected definitions of thankfulness or to
experience gratitude. You will also find new considerations
taking the curious down rare paths calling us to embrace
concepts like “appreciation for a kindness” or simply
“welcome” widening the definition of what it means to be
grateful. During the next few months, it will be easy to share
what we are thankful for as we celebrate the blessings of fall
and Thanksgiving. How many families go around the table
lifting our thanks? We’ve been doing this practice for years and
have been richly blessed in the sharing.

But what if this year, we dare to switch the implication of our
gratitude to questions that sound more like “During the past
year | welcomed...” or “During the past year | appreciated the
kindness of...”. Imagine how a simple change of phrase might
deepen our celebrations from expected affirmations of
thanksgiving to a posture of receiving all that God has prepared
for us to growth, thrive, and become living expressions of
gratefulness. Imagine your world filled with safe spaces and
people who dare to welcome new experiences and change with
kindness and a sense of openness to what God is doing in our
lives!

As you read through our newsletter, my prayer is that you might
find something at Baldwin Community UMC that leads you into
a deeper experience of gratefulness opening to you a more
loving, generous relationship with God and others. Mark your
calendars! Live in grateful expectation of the Holy Spirit
entering worship, discipleship conversations, and the life of our
church for God’s glory!

This summer's Youth Week was
a great opportunity for both
fun and service.
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